The Intertestamental Period

1) Political History

a) Daniel’s Outline – Repeated three times (Firmly decided - Gen 4132 The reason the dream was given to Pharaoh in two forms is that the matter has been firmly decided by God, and God will do it soon.)

i) Daniel 2


Statue

(1) Head of Gold 


Babylon and Nebuchadnezzar




(2) Chest/Arms of Silver 

Medo-Persian Empire





(3) Belly/Thighs of Bronze

Greek Empire (Alexander the Great)
331 B.C. to 63 B.C.

(4) Legs/Feet of Iron/Clay

Roman Empire



63 B.C.

ii) Daniel 7


Four Beasts = Four Kingdoms (Daniel 717)

(1) Lion



Babylonian Empire



(2) Bear



Medo-Persian Empire

(3) Leopard



Greek Empire

(4) Forth Beast


Roman Empire

iii) Daniel 8


The Ram and the Goat

(1) Ram with Two Horns

Medo-Persian Empire (Persians stronger)

(2) Goat with Prominent Horn
Greek Empire 

(a) Prominent Horn

Alexander the Great

(b) Four Prominent Horns
Four Divisions of Greek Kingdom

1. Ptolemy



Egypt

2. Seleucid



Assyria



3. Antigold

4. Independent States

(c) Another Horn

Antiochus IV Epiphanies

2) Spiritual History

a) Exile of Israel

b) Exile of Judah

c) Returns to Judah

i) Zerubbabel

ii) Ezra

iii) Nehemiah’s First

iv) Nehemiah’s Second

d) Diaspora
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i) Synagogues (no temple)

ii) NT spread of Christianity

e) Control of Palestine

i) Persian Period 



539 B.C. to 331 B.C.
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ii) Hellenistic Period 



331 B.C. to 164 B.C.
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(i) Ptolemaic Period




(ii) Seleucid Period



 

iii) Hasmoneon (Maccabean) Period

164 B.C. to 63 B.C. 
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(1) The Septuagint / The Apocrypha

(2) I Maccabees 

(3) Hanukah

iv) Roman Period 



63 B.C. to 135 A.D.
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3) New Testament Backgrounds

a) Divisions, Sects and Parties
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i) Pharisees

ii) Sadducees

iii) Herodians

iv) Forth Philosophy (Zealots and Sicarii)

v) Essenes (not discussed in the NT)

vi) Samaritans

b) The Sanhedrin and High Priests










c) Messianic Hope
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d) Jewish Attitudes towards Gentiles
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e) Crucifixion
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