DEVOTED TO PRAYER

D-Group Lesson
This lesson is meant to be about 20 minutes with a response and discussion and ending with a 30 minute time of prayer.  Prayer is essential to a healthy and vibrant walk with God.  This lesson is meant to encourage the disciples in your d-group to ‘devote themselves’ to their prayer life and to not accept a mediocre or weak prayer life.  Do not accept in you and your d-group a lack of devotion to prayer.  My prayer is that this will begin to inspire and convict your group towards repentance (a change of mind) towards the great privilege and power of prayer.   Please study these out in detail before doing this lesson and if you have questions about these scriptures and convictions please call me.
Glenn Petruzzi – 617-777-6696

Read the Following Scriptures:

Colossians 4:2
“Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.”
Acts 2:42

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.” 
The Greek word for devoted is Proskartereō.  This word means to adhere to one, be his adherent, to be devoted or constant to one, to be steadfastly attentive unto, to give unremitting care to a thing, to continue all the time in a place, to persevere and not to faint, to show one’s self courageous for, to be in constant readiness for one, wait on constantly.

God’s word tells us to continue steadfastly and never faint in prayer.  It says that we must individually devote ourselves to prayer.  No one can make us pray only we can speak in our hearts and minds, Abba.  

To be a saint devoted to prayer one must wrestle, struggle, and commit themselves to n
Here are some powerful reasons why prayer is the worth being devoted to:

1. In Ephesians 6:10-21 faith, the word of God, truth etc. are all compared to a physical weapons.  Prayer cannot be compared to as any weapon on earth.  It is the incense that causes earthquakes and thunder (Revelation 8:3-5).  It is more powerful than any satanic force and it is the thing that Jesus did before he went to the cross.  
2. What can a man or woman do on earth that is more effective than prayer?

3. What changes the inward person more than prayer?
4. Jesus said ask and it will be given to us.  As James 4:2b – “you do not have because you do not ask God.”  You are the loser if you are not praying.
5. Because there is a Devil that will defeat you if you do not pray.

6. Jesus – the son of God on earth often withdrew and spent much time with his father in prayer.

7. Prayer is where we find true peace and contentment when anxiety strikes. Philippians 4:4-7
8. Prayer is where you receive an extra measure of the Spirit.  Acts 4:31, Luke 11:13

9. Prayer is where we can have true intimacy with our Father.  Romans 8:15

10. Prayer brings power into our work on earth.  Because we have Christ and his name that intercedes on behalf of our cries and petitions.  John 14:12-14.  Focus on vs. 12 and ask yourself why Jesus says “because I am going to the father.”  As Hebrews 7:25 says – he lives to intercede for us……  Where else than in prayer.
These reasons and many more are the reason why we must be devoted to prayer.  My conviction is that we do not slack in prayer because we lack discipline or we do not have time or cannot get up in the morning.  The main reason why men and women are slack in prayer is that they are prideful and do not believe that it is that important.  Hopefully this study will help show the importance of devotion to prayer.  

Here are some questions to ask in your d-group:

Q:  What do you think of the different passages and convictions about prayer that we spoke about?

Q:  Are you devoting yourself presently to prayer?

Q:  What hinders you from praying?  (Don’t be so quick to say discipline).

Q:  What is your current and possible future plan to get devoted to prayer?

Helpful suggestions to being a man or woman devoted to prayer:

1. Pick a realistic time in the day where you no matter what get an hour/half an hour of prayer time in.  Have the attitude that nothing can stop you from praying during this time.  It could between classes or before the day begins but if you have the conviction that nothing is more important than nothing will ever creep into that time.  If for some reasons it does, sacrifice something else in the day and substitute that time for the day.

2. Pray with disciples throughout the week (pick 1,2,3 or more days out of the week).

3. Study out prayer through devotional books and the Bible to constantly keep building your conviction on the importance and priority of prayer.

4. Ask one another about it often.  Simply ask someone in your group:  “How is your prayer life going?”

5. Make your own plan that works for you and ask someone to hold you accountable.  Kevin and I are not calling each other at 6:30am every morning to ensure we get an hour of prayer in a day.    

I would like to end with this quote from RA TORREY:  

The great cry of our day is work, work, work, new organizations, new methods, new machinery; the great need of our day is prayer.  It was a master stroke of the devil when he got the church so generally to lay aside this mighty weapon of prayer.  

Let us pray…………………………………………………………
