Church Study

Col 1:15-18
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. 17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 

· Jesus is the head of the church.

· Can a head exist without the body, can a body exist without a head?

· The church is essential to Christianity…the idea that people just love God in isolation is wrong.

Eph 2:19-21
19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 
· The church is built on the bible.

· If people claiming to be the church don’t have as their basic teachings of conversion what is sound bible then the question is: are they really God’s church?  The answer is ‘no’.

1 Cor 12:12-13
12 The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body-whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free-and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 

· How many bodies were there in the 1st century?  One.
Rom 12:3-5
3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you. 4 Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 

· There are different members, but how many churches?  Just one.
· Which is the right one?
· The one that is teaching and practicing the bible.

· Biblically based churches are all part of the same church.

Eph 4:1-6
4:1 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit- just as you were called to one hope when you were called- 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 

· This is an scripture about unity in the church…there needs to be the right attitudes in relationship, but there also needs to be the right doctrines.

· Here is a list of 7 one’s that the 1st century church believed.

· There is not 2 bodies, just one.

· There is not 2 Lords, just one Jesus.

· There is not 2 baptisms, just one…for the forgiveness of sins, for people who have faith and are ready to repent as disciples.

· If churches don’t teach this, then they are not in the one church.
Acts 20:28-31

28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. 29 I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock. 30 Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. 31 So be on your guard! Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears. 

· Some 10 years after the church began in Acts 2, Paul is warning that people, even from inside the church, were going to come and distort the truth.
· Now imagine all the distortions that have occurred over 2000 years.

· We can all be tempted to say that the distortions are not a big deal because there are so many people who believe in them at this point.

· But the number of distortions doesn’t change the bible.

· You have to decide whether you are going to believe in the bible or your feelings.
2 Tim 4:2-4

2 Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage-with great patience and careful instruction. 3 For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.

· Timothy is encouraged by the Apostle Paul to preach the bible because a time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine.
· Now if there is sound doctrine, logic dictates that there is also unsound/unhealthy doctrine.

· Are you going to obey the right doctrine, but also to believe the right doctrines, and be a part of a church that teaches the right doctrines?

Gal 1:6-9
6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you by the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel- 7 which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let him be eternally condemned! 9 As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let him be eternally condemned! 

· Paul, writing to the church here, tells them that a different gospel is what?  No gospel, a perversion of it.
· Even if an angel or Paul himself comes and preaches a different gospel other than the originally preached gospel (Acts 2), what should happen to those preaching it?

· Eternal condemnation.  How serious was Paul about believing the right thing?  

Gal 5:2-4
2 Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no value to you at all. 3 Again I declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey the whole law. 4 You who are trying to be justified by law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace. 

· The change in the gospel  that the church in Galatia was thinking of adopting, was making the gospel a bit more Jewish and adding circumcision to conversion.  If they did this what does Paul say they are in effect doing?

· Making Christ of no value and alienating themselves from Christ and falling away from grace.

· Making changes, even what we would consider to be minor changes, to the gospel, is disobeying the scriptures and canceling out the promises attached to those commands.

· God’s true church obeys the details of the bible, especially when it comes to conversion.  And churches who do not are not saved and are not truly churches from the bibles point of view.

Heb 3:12-13
12 See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God. 13 But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness. 

· This passage describes the churches role in helping us overcome sin in our lives after conversion.  How?
· Daily encouragement.

· The church not only has the right doctrine, but is involved in each others lives at a real level, they are family and they are friends.

Heb 10:23-25

23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. 25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another-and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

· This passage tells us how it’s possible to hold unswervingly to the hope of Jesus (vs. 23): by being an active member in a church where you are spurring on them and they are spurring on you (vs. 24).  How is this able to happen?
· Attending the meetings of the body with a committed attitude (vs. 25).
· On a sports team, can you grow and win if people aren’t committed to showing up at practice?

· You can do nothing without that base-line commitment.

· Disciples in the one church are committed to the church in a radical way (Mk 3:31-35).

Acts 2:42-47
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 

· This was how these newly baptized Christians did well.  They were devoted to one another (Mt 28:18-20).
· Does this make sense and will you believe all this and will we be committed to the church?

